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Beyond Covid-19 and Disaster Capitalism: Why We
Need Sustainable, Secure Left Tech Infrastructure for
Social Justice Movements

by Jeremy Saunders, Co-Executive Director of VOCAL-NY and Board Chair of

Progressive Technology Project, and Alice Aguilar, Executive Director of
Progressive Technology Project

Read original article published on Medium here.
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BY-NC-ND 2.0

Covid-19 has exposed the failures of our health, economic, and emergency
response systems. Our priorities now are to take care of ourselves and one
another, creating communities of care. Front-line movement groups are
organizing to respond to the immediate needs of their communities, while
struggling to move much of their on-the-ground organizing work online. And
once again, as we've learned from the history of disaster capitalism,
corporations are taking advantage of our need for online engagement and
profiting while we "shelter-in-place." Corporations are marketing their online
tools—such as Zoom—to our movements under the guise of 'helping’, when
instead they are wreaking havoc on our data security and privacy as we've seen
from "zoom-bombing" and as they sell our personal information to third party
vendors. The move to online is also exposing a serious lack of tech
infrastructure, and more importantly, lack of access to the internet, which our
communities need to stay connected. We may soon withess communities that
will "disappear” (and we may not know it) as their voices are repressed because
of this lack of access.



